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41 think he is safe from the law, but he is an abusive
scoundrel; and instead of applying to my Lord Chief
Justice to punish him, I would send half a dozen foot-
men and have him well ducked.'
'The notion of liberty amuses the people of England,
and helps to keep off the taedium vitae. When a butcher
tells you that his heart bleeds for his country, he has, in
fact, no uneasy feeling.'
4 Sheridan will not succeed at Bath with his oratory.
Ridicule has gone down before him, and, I doubt,
Derrick is his enemy.1
4 Derrick may do very well, as long as he can outrun
his character; but the moment his character gets up
with him, it is all over.'
It is, however, but just to record, that some years
afterwards, when I reminded him of his sarcasm, he
said, 'Well, but Derrick has now got a character that he
need not run away from.*
I was highly pleased with the extraordinary vigour
of his conversation, and regretted that I was drawn
away from it by an engagement at another place. I
had, for a part of the evening, been left alone with
him, and had ventured to make an observation now
and then, which he received very civilly; so that I
was satisfied that though there was a roughness in his
manner, there was no ill-nature in his disposition.
Davies followed me to the door, and when. I complain-
ed to him a little of the hard blows which the great
man had given me, he kindly took upon him to console
me by saying, 'Don't be uneasy. I can see he likes you
very well.'